2020 REUNION TOURS


Thursday, April 30th...

COME JOIN US AS WE ATTEND THE OPENING PERFORMANCE OF THE 2020 VIRGINA ARTS FESTIVAL’S “INTERNATIONAL TATTOO” featuring performers from many NATO countries. 

Presented annually since 1997 in Norfolk, Virginia, the Virginia International “Tattoo” is an exhibition of military bands, massed pipes and drums, military drill teams, Celtic dancers, and choirs. It is presented in cooperation with NATO and the Norfolk NATO Festival. It is the largest show of its kind in North America.
“Tattoo” has a different theme each year and the 2020 Tattoo promises to be one of the most moving ever as we mark the 75th anniversary of the end of World War II and honor the courage and sacrifice of the “Greatest Generation”. With stirring music, historic photos and video, tributes from U.S. military bands, and special appearances by veterans, we will remember and celebrate the men and women who changed the course of history not only for the United States, but for the world.

Do yourself a favor and google “2019 Virginia International Tattoo” and enjoy the videos for a sample of what you are in for!

We will depart the hotel at 6 PM by motor coach for the short ride to the SCOPE Arena in downtown Norfolk for the 7:30 PM performance and leave after the show once we are all back on the coach to return to the hotel before 11 PM. 
Cost is only $35 and includes transportation and the admission charge. Some walking is involved as well as several steps to get to your seat in the arena. Participation is limited to the first 52 to sign up unless we can get additional tickets and transportation as need dictates. After the first 52, it is unlikely you will be seated with the rest of the group.

Friday May 1st...

2 HOUR NARRATED NAVAL BASE CRUISE ON THE VICTORY ROVER AND AN AFTERNOON AT NAUTICUS WITH A TOUR OF THE BATTLESHIP WISCONSIN OR, an afternoon on your own in downtown Norfolk after the 2 hour cruise! 

WE WILL depart the hotel at 10:00 AM via motor coach for the short trip to the downtown waterside and board the Victory Rover at Nauticus about 10:45 to get underway at 11:00. The captain will provide an entertaining and fascinating commentary as we cruise the waters of the Elizabeth River and tour one of the world’s busiest seaports including the world’s largest naval base, home of the Atlantic Fleet consisting of supply and repair ships, amphibious assault ships, destroyers, cruisers, frigates, carriers and submarines! Enjoy plenty of comfortable seating in an air-conditioned enclosed deck with snack bar and souvenir shop and an open air shaded upper deck. Box lunches* are available (from Panera Bread Company) for those who want one (see details on the next page).

Upon return dockside at 1 PM you have some choices! You can return to the hotel via motor coach and call it a day if you are not up to extensive walking and climbing. If you opt NOT to go back to the hotel until 4 PM you can either spend the afternoon on your own downtown (the General Douglas MacArthur Memorial and Museum and the MacArthur Center mall with food court are both within 5 blocks of Nauticus) and meet us back at Nauticus at 4 PM. OR, visit Nauticus and tour the Battleship Wisconsin until 4 PM! Two special guided group tours are also available on the Battleship at an added cost of $20 each. They will both go at about 1:30 PM so choose only one! They are the “Life in the Engineroom” tour and the “Command and Control” tour. The first one requires you to climb down 7 decks and the other one involves climbing 4 decks up. Each is 60-90 minutes. Suggest you spend some time on the Nauticus website at www.nauticus.org and investigate your options! 

Tour Costs:  

Naval Base Cruise and return to the hotel at 1 PM is $45.

Naval Base Cruise and time on your own downtown until 4 PM is $45.

Naval Base Cruise and group admission to Nauticus/Battleship until 4 PM is $55.

Participation is limited to the first 52 to sign up. 

*See the next page for box lunch information!

BOX LUNCHES

Box lunches are available for anyone who wants one and they are recommended if you plan to spend the afternoon at Nauticus and on the Battleship Wisconsin. Hot dogs and chips are available on the Victory Rover and some food is available at Nauticus, but lines can be long and your schedule will be tight if you sign up for one of the optional $20 tours.

Panera Bread Company Box Lunches: (choose one)

Smoked Turkey Breast w/lettuce and vine-ripened tomatoes on whole grain bread.

Smoked Ham $ Swiss Cheese w/lettuce and vine-ripened tomatoes on whole grain bread.

Chicken Salad (chicken, diced celery, seedless grapes, almonds and special dressing) w/lettuce and vine ripened tomatoes on sesame semolina bread.

All box lunches include chips, pickle, a cookie and bottled water.

Make your selections on your registration form (page 2)!

Price is $15.00 and we need a minimum of 15 orders. If we do not get the minimum 15 orders, we will refund your $15 before lunch so you can buy hot dogs!

Saturday May 2nd…

2 HOUR LADIES OUTING TO NORFOLK BOTANICAL GARDENS

We will depart the hotel at 9 AM using car pools for the short trip to the Norfolk Botanical Gardens near the airport to enjoy a 30 minute NARRATED TRAM TOUR featuring an overview of the Gardens, highlighting seasonal blooms and areas of historical or horticultural significance. Tour package includes admission to the Garden and private tram tour. Guests are encouraged to explore the Gardens on their own after their scheduled tram tour as well as the gift shop and café. 
GARDEN GIFT SHOP
Even the locals love the Gift Shop, stocked with a wide array of unique gift items. Favorites are pottery, specialty food items, unusual souvenirs and gardening books.

MARIGOLD & HONEY CAFE
Marigold & Honey is a counter service bistro style cafe offering gourmet sandwiches, soups, salads, freshly-squeezed lemonades, smoothies and a daily selection of baked goodies.

Visit  www.norfolkbotanicalgarden.org  for an overview to help prepare yourself for a great morning there.

Cost for this tour is just $10 and some walking is involved if you choose to do that!

