On 2 Febroary 1961 the USS MULLIUNIX {DD-944),  flagship of Destroyer
Squadron TUIRTY TWO, departed her homeport, Norfolk, Virginia for a seven
month deployment in the Mediterranean with the U.Se Sizth Fleet, These
operations were such that peaceful and progressive relations were furthered
with countries bordering the sea. European and Middle Eastern areas were
stabilized by the seca based defensive forces, and we were ready to assisd®
these heighbor nations in distress or %o rcotaliate in defense of the United
States, Shore visits as well as underway periods for MULLINNIX were utilized
in support of these objectivese Diverse visits by the ship to major ports
in France, Italy, Spain, Greece and Turkey assisted the President's “People
t0 People" Program, as well as providing time for relaxation in preparatilon
for the extensive at-sea periods., While tinderway, MULLINNIX particlipated in
all phases of alr defense, anti-submarine, gunnery, amphibious and replenish-
ment operationg, as well as innumberable drills and competitive exercises in
communications, engineering and damage controls Repeated participation in
these netivities led to increased operational readiness and better individual
performances by the ship and her crew, While deployed to the Sixth Fleet,
MULLIFNIX won cxcellence awards from Commander Destfoyer Force, U.S. Atlantic
Fleet for outstanding performance in communications, operamtions, gunnery,
and anti-submarine warfare.

The Atlantic transit was made with six of the eight ships in Destroyer
Squadron THIRTY TWO in company with other Norfolk based ships, After a nine
day crossing, which included various operations and type training, the ’
Eurovean” coﬂ““nent was sighted on 11 Februarye MULLINNIX procceded to Rota,
Spain for a brief refueling stop, She then threaded her way through the
highly congested Straits of Gibraltar and *two days later joined an Attack
Carrier Striking Group which lay at anchor in Pollensa Bay at the northwest
corner of the Spanish Island of Mzllorea, A day of conferences with the
ships who had Leen with the Sizth Fleet for the previcus six months followed,
and on 14 February MULLINNIX began her tour in the Mediterranean Forces,

After warmup operations, MULLINIIX proceeded to her first port of call,
Naples, Italy, arriving there on 24 Fcebruary. This was the second time the
ship had been there, with the previcus visit made on MILLINHIX!s last Medi=-
terranean tour during 1959-60, The ship got underway on 2 March once affain,
and proceeded through the Straits of Bonafaecio o her nexb port, Cannes,
Frameces During the period 2«6 March she was host to four German officerse
On 6 March MULLINNIX arrived in Cannes, where she lay at anchor until 10 March.,

The next underway period was a long one, during which time the ship made
its first "swing" to the Eastern lelditerranean, She proceeded north through
the Dordanelles, the Sea of Marmara, where she and the USS HAWKINS (DDR=873)
broke awpy from the Carrier Striking Group, thence through the Bosphorus and
un inmbo the Black Sea, On 25 March she arrived in the little Turkish port
of ﬂregll for the third visit that the Sixth Fleet has ever paid to that
citys - TULLITHIX stayed overnight there, and then steamed westward to Samsun,
Turkey, arriving on 27 March. On the wmorning of 28 March she got underway
from Somsun’and headed back toward the Bosphorus, transiting on the morning
of 30 Iirrch, and artiving in”Istanbul at about 0800, The ship was in Istanbul
untll Haster funﬁﬂy, 2 April, when she left that old Turkish ciiy and mroceeﬂed
southward to rejoin the Carrler Task Groun,
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$oated in more operations in the ‘Tontern Moditerranean,

: 4 5 5
The=se- ”‘*7"1‘ serzinate? on 10 Apeil gt Iniha. vt on PI.__J'" ons weré
oS t:r*-.zni?f‘.m,.aii. P54 orits ol tn.e B $uich Fleods wiirh w=re s orehorsed “Lm:r:e,

A perlivg toxpncmert and exchange dimmer wilth mIT
visic, On 14 Apgril MOLLINNIZ wns undervoy cgein ¥0
on 17 .pril eshorked four Spanish ofid 4 LLUT0A, including
Captain Gonzalo Diaz Pq:r‘ia Seriox Submr'n; : s Spanish ovys A
‘denonstration firing of the Yark 32 torpedo was r_elc't for these officers on
1§ April, On 19 April MULLIRNIX arrived at Barcelona, Spain, In this port
two shipls parties were held, with several local guests in attendances
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25 Avpril found MULLINHIX proceeding to sen once again for operations
$n the Westorn Mediterranean, Up urtil this time she hal been part of the
USS SHANGRI LA ("‘Vf’&n-38) Carrier Striking Groun, Howsvér, the SHANGRL TA
was detoched from. uU.'t\: in the Sizth Flect at this time; and MOLLIM NIZ joined
the USS BUDSHVELT {CVA-42) %0 hecome part of her group along with the USS
LITTLE ROE fDLG-d;) Anc several cbher Sixth Fleet destroyerds On 3 Hay
MULLIUTIX arvived in Ta ormnh& Sigliy for a thtee day vislit, vhere she was
the oniy Sixth Fleet ship present’at that porte. She then Lom..lenced her
second 'string" to the Bastern Med, terminating in a vislt to Athens, Ureece
on 15 lay, :

Ori 22 Moy she was unflerway once again, proceeding back to the Westérn
HMedit erv"ﬁ an, This at-sea pefiod ended v:Lth a visit to Canncs, France,
the sectnd visit of the cruises Toeudeville was relived on the tarpedo cdeck
furing the afterncon of 5 Jtne, when CGeorge Jessel, taking time out from.
his French: Riviera wacation, boerded the ship and rresen'f:ed a 45 ninute
sho? of #dsis and ~omedy to the assorbled ship’s company, The Cannes visit
ended on 9 Jump oncl wos followe® by onexbensive at-ses period until 26 June
whan "TWELITIIY arrived at Gastn, Italy, Prior to this, on 22 June
MIBELLTITY had embarked 15 Midshinmen at Augusta Bay, Slclly for IEIIDCRUISE
1-6l, The Gaeta visit ended on 1 July, Lut not "before warm relations had
been estoblished with the Italians 11.1]’1"’!.” there.

CIDILENTIE was underway again on 1 July heading for her second visit
to Hanl £s, Ste crrived there that Afternoon. The MULLIENTX softball team
Treced:d the ship there by two days, where they were participating in the
Vaples Invitational-Scftball Tournament, IRILLONIX was a netaral for the
Waples Invitotional, wihich brought tofether the 5op teaws in all of Burcpe
for a five day double elimination ‘ournament. She came to the Naples Invi-
taticnal spo=ting an 18-0 recsrd which she had been piling up during the
cryise with wins over both afloat and ashore teams, MILLLIINIX did not win
the sournament, but she did manage to topple the LITTLE ROCK nine and the
Orley Air For .ve Base team, Bven at the conclesion of the cruise, MULLIMNIX
had still not been beaten by any Sizth Flcet tenm, Ancther major evont
ocoured in Naples on 3 July when Commander William He Shaw relicved Commander
John C, Bill, II, to bzcome the 4hird skipper of the MULLIMNIX since her
comnissioning on 7 Farch 1958, ' ‘ ' '

. The ship was zmc erwqy on 5 July again for u'perat1 ons until 10 July,
when she went alsngeide the USS SHENATTOANI (A_Duzé;/ at Ia Speria, Ttaly for
Ter First tenfer awailability in the Mediterranesn, The availability ended .
on 22 July, when IXLLIMNIX got underway to participate in o flect wide Azl
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midshipnen, and embarke? 15 new midd:
of Visconsin, Tale Universisy and Cornell The IINIC exercise

ended on’ 28 July, &nd on 9 July the shiu arrives in hor Tinal port of call,
ronee. Hine drys wore suert in this pers prevaring for the final
4. MILLITEIZ was uinderway astein on 7 Aufjust from

[
s until 14 August. Finally the turnover ceremony
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cane at tolfo #i Peilmas, Sardinia on 15 and 16 Auguste Once reclieved by the

USS IPET (DL.94L) , MULLINNIX concluded siv months of services to The Sixth

Fleot, passel throvgh . the Straits of Gikraltar, and sped through a 10 day

Atlontic crossing $o be welcomed home on 28 AUEUSTe

“'."'l'.)
48,300 naus>ical milss and burned amporoxinately 3,220,000 gallons of fuel oil,
A1l of her supsliss were tbtainel during at-sea replenishments’ from Sixth
Fleet Sorvice Force ships, excent for one fuéling stop at Rota, Spain, and

- Op +ris deployment, 208 days in length, HULLINNIX stcamel a total of

it

cooasismal fresh vrovisions rurchosed ashores The ship refucled at sea about

A2 times, and complebely replenished sixz bikes, While at sem, abaout 135
porsors Tere highlined o or from MIDLIMHIX, and a total of 624 meals have

becn served since 2 Februarye

WILLIAM H, SHAW



